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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


NOTICE OF REV. MR. RUFFNER’S 
SERMON. | 
No. Ill. 


In this, my last communication concerning Mr. R.’s | 
sermon, | purpose to notice two or three more instan- | 
ces of his misapplication of scripture. The following 
paragraph deserves attention. 

“Paul says that the wicked at the day of judgment 
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord and the glory of his power. (2 
Thes. i. 9.) Here is still the same word in Greek.— 
Our Saviour says ip Matthew, “It is better for thee to 
enter into life halt or maimed, rather than having two 
hands or two feet, to be cast into everlasling fire.’°— 
(Mat. xviii. 8.) In Mark we have the same senti- 
ment, but a different word. 4t is better for thee to go 
into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, 
into the fire that never shall be quenched ; where their 
worm dieth not, and their fire isnot quenched.”” (Mark 
ix. 43,44.) The fire which in Matthew is (aionios) 
everlasting, is a fire that never shall be quenched: and 
still deepening the impression, our Saviour adds, that 
there the wicked are the prey of a nerer-dying worm 
and of fire not quenched. Here then is an inspired de- 
finition of everlasting punishment. Does it restrain 
the word everlasting to a limited sense, or not? In 
other places that fire is called unquenchable fire. If its 
guilty victims should ever rise to heaven, or sink into 
utter annihilation. how should it be everlasting, un- 








quenched, unquenchubie, nevcr-to-be-quenched fire, with 
a worm that dies nol? If the fuel of the fire, and the | 
food of the worm, be ever consumed, the fire is extin- 
guished, and the worm dies.” 

The reader will perceive that Mr. R. applies the pae- | 
sage in 2 Thes. i. 9, toa day of judgment in eternity. 
He did not consider that Pan! was not speaking of a| 
general judgment; but of the judgment and panish- | 
ment of those only who had troubled the Thessalonians. | 
It is a righteous thing with God,” says Paul, “to re- | 
compense tribulation /o them that trouble you. Andto 
you who are troubled.” &c. The Thessalonians were | 


ix. 43, 44. Mr. R. places great reliance upon these 
texts. He supposes that the fire spoken of in them is 
everlasting in the unlimited sense of that term, be” 
cause it is said to be a fire that never shall be quenched. 
This he calls “‘an inspired definition of everlasting pan- 
ishment ” But to shew the reader that although he is 
so confident, his proof is inadequate to his purpose, I 
call bis attention to the following passages of scripture. 
“Son of man, set thy face toward the south, and drop 
thy word toward the south, and prophecy against the 
forest of the south field ; and say to the forest of the 
south, hear the word of the Lord: thus saith the Lord 
God, bebold I will kindle a fire in thee, and it shall de- 
vour every green tree in thee, and every dry tree: the 
flaming flame shail not be quenched, and all faces from 
the south to the north shall be burnt therein. And all 
flesh shall see that | the Lord have kindled it: if shall not 
be quenched.” F.z.xx.46-48. DoesMr.R. believe that the 
forests of Judea are, or ever will be in the future state ? 
Or does he even believe that the fire thus kindled is 
now burning? See also Isaiah xxxiv. 9,10. ‘And 
the streams thereof (i. e. of Idamea, see verse 5,) shall 
be turned into pitch and the dust thereof into brim 

stone, and the land thereof shall become burning pitch. 


It shall not be quenched night nor day ; the smoke there- | 


of shall go up forerer ; from generation to generation 
it shall lie waste ; none shall pass through it forever 
and ever.” Now aé surely as the land of Idumea was 
on this earth, so sure has this fite no reference to the 
future state of being. Yet who cannot see that the 
expressions are equally as strong, ar, if there be any 
difference, stronger than those in the passages quoted 
from Matthew and Mark; and on which Mr. R. so con- 
fidently relied ae proof of the unlimited duration of the 
fire spoken of therein. I can refer the reader to Jer. 
xvii. 27, **But if ye will not hearken unto me to hal- 
low the sabbath day ; and not to beara burden, even 
entering in at the gates of Jerusalem on the sabbath 
day ; then will I kindle a fire in the gates thereof, and 
it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall 
not be quenched.” 1. call upon the reader to deter- 
mine if the argument of Mr. R. is not now completely 
invalidated. He relied upon our Saviour’s words, “the 
fire nerer shall be quenched,” to prove that this fire was, 


everlasting punishment may be suffered in this state of 
being. 

When our Saviour said, ‘Wherefore, if thy hand, or 
thy foot offend thee, cut them off, and cast them from 
thee: it is better for thee to enter info life halt or 
maimed, rather than having two hands, or two feet to 
be cast into everlasting fire,’ he was addressing his 
disciples. They bad just asked him, ‘‘who is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?’ Jesus answered 
them, “except ye be converted and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heav- 
en.” By entering into the kingdom of heavén, in the 
3d verse, and into life, in the 8th, quoted above, our 
Lord andoubtedly referred to the same thing. ‘To en- 
ter into the kingdom of heaven, or into life, was to en- 
ter into that kingdom, of spirital rergn of Christ, which 
he set up among men, and which was fully established 
at the time when the Son of man came in his glory, or, 
in other words, when the kingdom of God came with 
power. See Mark viii. 38. ix. 1. To enter into this 
kingdom and thus escape the impending destruction of 
Christ’s enemies, was a duty of so much importance 
that it should not be neglected even if it cost the loss 
of a hand, or an eye, or any thing equally dear. He 
that did not eater into life or the kingdom of God, would 
| suffer the dreadful judgments which were then im- 
| pendivg over the Jewish nation. The puvishments of 
the Jews in former times had been spoken of by their 
prophets under the figure of Gehenna, hell, a fire that 
burned in God’s anger, a fire that never should’ be 
quenched, a worm that should not die. With this lan- 
guage, in the application made of it by the prophets, 
the disciples of Christ and the Jews gencrally were ac- 
quainted, as the scriptures were read in their syna- 
gogues regularly. ‘The language of Clirist may be 
justly considered as a quotation from the prophetical 
writings. How then would the disciples and the Jews 
be likely to understand our Lord? He gave no inti+ 
mation of a change of sense. How then, | say, would 
his hearers be likely to understand him? How ought 
we to understand him? And what better rule of in- 
terpretation can we obtain than the following? ex- 
pin the language of Christ by the use the prophets 


'made of the same language. ‘This rule of interpreta- 








not to have rest unti) this recompense was administer- ‘in the unlimited sense eternal; and! have quoted sev- tion is just, and it has received the approbation of the 


ed; and hence if the judgment have not yet taken | eral passages from the scriptures in which this and simi- | ™Ost eminent theologians. 


place, they are yet troubled and by the same enemies 
too. Again, we are expressly informed that this pun 
ishment was to be inflicted when the Lord Jesus shall 
be rerealed from hearen. | think it was shewn in my 
first communication on Mr. R.’s sermon, that Jesus 
Christ was to come before the generation then on the 
earth passed away. The early Christians expected to 
live to see the event ; they were exhorted to prepare 





lar language is applied to temporal things, and to 
things which must neeessarily have ceased to burn.— 
How can scripture words or phrases be relied on as a- 
lone proof of eternal duration, when the sacred writers 
themselves use them in a limited sense, and in appli- 
cation to temporal things? 

The expression **their worm dieth pot” is no strong- 
er proof of endless torment than what we have already 


By permitting this to de- 
| cide, (and I see not how any reasonable christian can 
| object to the method) we must apply our Lord’s wordé 
| in question to the temporal judgments coming upon the 
| Jewish nation. And in this view of the subject there 
|is no difficulty in answering the following question 
| which Mr. R. presses: “If its guilty victims (i. e. of 

that fire) should ever rise to heaven, or sink into utter 
annihilation, bow should it be ererlasting, unquenched; 


for it, and some of them even grew inpatient because | considered; for this also was applied by the sacred wri- unquenchable, never-lo-be-quenched fire, with a worm 
it did not take place as soon as they expected. , If the | ters to temporal judgments. See Isa.Ixvi.23,24, ‘And that dres nol?” I answer, in the same sense in which 
reader will examine James v. 7, 8, he will discover | it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to anoth- | the prophets said it was ungucnched, unquenchable; 


that the apostle was exhorting the christians to pa- | 
tience with respect to the coming of Christ, and assur- ' 
ing them that the coming of the Lord then drew nigh. | 
At the time of Christ's coming the persecuting Jews 
were destroyed ; and when the signs of this coming . 
were seen, the Christians were to lift up their heads, 
as their redemption drew nigh. These remarks serve | 
to shew that this passage jims Thessalonians has no re- | 
ference to the future state, Bt fo. circumstances that | 
transpired in the first ages of the christian church. 

. Let us now pay a little attention to the passage Mr.R. 


= 


~~? 


er, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh 
come to worship before me, saith the Lord. And they 
shall go forth and look upon the carcasses of the men 


that have transgressed against me: for their worm | 
shall not die, neither shall their fire be qitenched ; and 


they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh.” It is evi- 
dent that this passage must be applied to the things of 
time only. Now] ask, what proof does Mr. Ruffoer 
lerive in favor of the doctrine of endless punishment 
from the two passages which he quoted from Matthew 
and Mark. ‘They afford, as he says, “tan inspired defi- 


quoted from Mat. xviii. $yan@ the paralled text, Mark 'nitign of everlasting puvishment,” aud they shew that | the doctrine of endiess punishment’ I should be glad 


i &c. 
And here J ought to notice the rule which Mr. R. 
laid down by which to determine the signification of 
aionivs. When it refers to temporal things, he says it 
| **necessarily bears a limited sense.”? Does it not ap- 
pear reasonable from what has been offered, that the 
two passages which we have had under consideration, 
(viz. that in Thessalovians and that in Matthew.) 
should be applied to temporal things?. And if'so, has 
not Mr, R. furnished a rule which shews that he has 
misapplied those scriptures on which he relies to prove 
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to make many more temarks on these passages, if | had 
room. Ihave thrown out Butea few general hints.— 
These I think affect in the most direct manner the 
ground of the ‘controversy ; aod if they are correct, 
must show that the passages concerning which they 
are wade, are not to be relied op as proof of endless 
punishment. 

Oo page 32, Mr. R. says, “Our Saviour assures us 
there is a sin absolutely unpardonable.’ He then 
partially quotes what the three evangelists say con- 
eérning the sin against the Holy Spirit, aud concludes 


_by remarking, “‘languags can go nv further in giving 


emphatical explicitness to a doctrine.” In relatiou to 
»'l he says on this subject, i would observe that we 
should allow the evangelists to explain one another. 
Luke says this sin shall not be forgiven. ‘T'o under- 
Stand this without any limitation would contradict 
that clase of scriptures which assure us that the blood 
of Christ cleanseth from ali sin, It is reasonable and 
just that we permit the evangelists to explain one 
acother, Mark says that this sin shall not be forgiven 
(eis ton aiona) to the age; but is in danger of (atonion 


_kyiseos) age-lasting judgment, or the judgment of the 


age in which he should not be forgiven. Now what 
does Matthew say upon this subject? He says, **Who- 


seever speaketh against the Holy Ghosi, it shall not 


be torgiven him, neither in this (atont) age, nor in tnat 
which is to:come,”? By uniting these testimonies, the 
inference we draw is, (what is plainly expressed by 
Natihew) that this sin would not be forgiven, neither 


io the age then in existence, nor in that which suc- 


ceeded it. Mr. R. lays great stress upon-the words 
eis ton aiona used in Mark, because it is the expres- 
sion used by Christ ja relation to his people, they shall 
not perish ¢is fom aiona, literaily to the age, but as he 
renders it, to eternity. But | would inquire, if this 
word aion signily elernity when Mark uses it to desig- 
nate the time during which this sip~should vot be for- 
given, why should it not when Matthéw uted it for the 
very same purpose? Allow that it signifies eternity in 
Matthew, and then you will have at least two elerni- 
fics; you will represent Matthew as saying, “it shall 
not be forgiven him, neither in this eternity, nor in 
that which is to come.”” Although this sin was not to 
be forgives, in the age which succeeded that.in which 
it was committed, yet if there were ages, or worlds, or 
elernilies to come, (if Mr. R. will render aion eternity) 
we see no contradiction bet ween this text and the doc- 
trine of Universal Salvation. And that there were 
ages {0 come is evident from Eph. ii. 7, “That in (tois 
aiosi lois eperchomencis) the ages /o come, he might 
shew the exceeding riches of his grace,” &c. 

If this sin is not to be forgiven in any future age, in 
what sense will Christ ever be the ‘*Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sin of the world?” In what 
sense can these words of Paul be true? “and so ail Js- 
rael shall be saved?” In what sense will God ever 
have mercy upon them all? See Rom. xi. 26,32. For 
myself am convinced that during the age of the gos- 
pel, (which is that which Matthew calls the age fo 
gonu,) it was necessary that blindness should happeh 
to Israel. The divine purpose in permitting this was 
to bring in the fulness of the Gentiles. This accom- 
plished, and the deliverer shall come out of Zion, turn 
away ungodliness from Jacob, and so all Israel shail be 
sared, And as it was Jews, and Jews only who spoke 
against the Holy Spirit, so even these in God’s time 
shall find mercy in his most holy purpose. 

I close this communication with a few remarks con- 
cerning a passage of seripture, which Mr. R. says nec 
cessarily implies eternal punishment. It is this: **Woe 
unto that man by whem the Som of man is betrayed ! 
it had been good: fer that mam if he had not been 
born.” He says, “the correctness of it depends upon 
Judas Iscarriot’s suffering more than he ever did or 
will enjoy. Au eternityof heaven’s bliss would make 
it infinitely good for him to have been born, however 
jonga purgatory be will have to pass through to heaven.” 
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< Able’ writers have contended, and the believers. ju 
eternal misery have allowed, that Christ, ih this pas- 
sage of scripture, made use of a proverb which was 
common among the Jews. If this be the case, ng one 
should depend upon the passage as alone proof of any 
doctrine, proverbs beivg ofteu’ subject to exceptions 
trom their general truth; and they sometimes may be 
interpreted with gveat latitude of signification. We 
are uuder no necessity of supposing from this text that 
Judas will be endlessly miserable. It is frequently 
said of people who suffer very great afflictions in this 
life, that life is a burden, and such sometimes wish 
they had never been born. This was the case with 
Job and with Jeremiah, both of whom cursed the day 
in which they were born. They undoubtedly thought 
it would be better for them not to have been born, 
than to have endured their afflictions; but whoever 
judged from this tbat they were both to be endlessly 
miserable? 


does Mr. Ruffner’s view of this passage ascribe to God. 
It represents him as conferring upon Judas an exist- 
ence which he knew would be an endless and infinite 
curse tohinmn. Wemay judge of the effect of Calvinism 
upon the human mind trom the tact, that it satisfies its 
votaries with such a character, and causes them to 
love it with all the heart, and ail the sou), and all the 
mind. I say love it, because they ail profess to love 
God, and all suppose him to possess this character.— 
And they do not consider this wrovg ; for they discov- 
er the brightest rays of divine justice in the absolute 
reprobation of mankind to eternal and horrible misery, 
without avy foresight of taith or good works. 
RICHARDS. 





LICENTIOUS TENDENCY OF ERROR. 
A FRAGMENT. 


“‘T wo religions flourished at this time in Palestine, 
viz. the Jewish and the Samaritan, whose respective 
followers beheld those of the oj posite sect with the 
utmost aversion. The Jewish Religion stands exposed 
to our view in the books of the Old Testament; but 


its original nature and of its primitive aspect. 
of a most pernicious kind had infected the whole body 
of the people, and the more learned parts of the na- 
tion were divided upon points of the highest conse- 
quence. 
an one as God had promised. ‘ustead of'a meek and 
like prince, to break off their chains aud set them at 
liberty from the Roman yoke. 
of religion, as consisting in the rites appointed by Mo- 
ses, and in the performance of some external acts of 
duty toward the Gentiles. They were all horribly 
unanimous in excluding from the hopes of eternal life 
all the other nations of thé world; and, as a conse- 
quence of this odious sysiem, they (reat d them uitthe 
ulmost rigor and inhumanity, when any occasion was 
offered them.” —Moshiem. Vol. i. chapt. 2. $ v. 








_ 


O<pThe following is an extract of a Sermon on Esther 
wv. 13, ** Yet all this availelh me nothing, so leng as 1 


see Mordecai the Jew silling at the King’s gate.” 
By Dr. H. Brair. 


“J, How miserable is vice, when one guilty passion 
his capable of creating so much torment! When we 
discourse to you of the internal misery of sivners ; 
when we represent the pangs which they suffer from 
violent passions, aud a corrupted heart ; we are some- 
times suspected of choosing a theme for declamation, 
and of heightenivg the picture which we draw, by col- 
ors borrowed from fancy. They whose minds are, by 
vature, happily tranquil, or whose situation in life re- 
moves them from the disturbance and tumult of pas- 





Errors 


i 
| he be reduced, before he can disclose to his own fami- 


All looked fora deliverer, but not for such | 


u ° 
spiritual Saviour, they expected a formidable and war- | fy or degrade him. 


All regarded the whole | 
1 et oven peers annie for the injustice of the world. Judge 


‘at.ease, & the externaljgondition protperows, any thing 
_ whith passes within the mind should cause such exqui- 
site woe. But, for the truth of our aSsertions, we ap- 
peal to the history of aiddkind. We might reason 
from the constitution of the rational frame ; where the 
understanding is appointed to be supreme, and the pas- 
sions to be subordinate; and where, if this due ar- 
rangement of its parts be overthrown, misery as neces- 
sarily ensues, as paio is consequent in the animal 
frame upon the distortion of its members. But laying 
speculations of this kind aside, it is sufficient to lead 
you to the view. of facts, the import of which can 
neither be controverted, nor mistaken. This is, in- 
deed, the great advantage of history, that it is a mir- 
ror which holds up mankind to their own view. For, 
‘in all ages, human nature has been the same. In the 
circle of worldly affairs, the same characters and situa- 
‘tions are perpetually returning ; and in the follies and 
| passions, the vices and crimes, of the generations that 


Furthermore, what a black and disgusting character’ are past, we read those of the present. 


‘Attend then to the instance now before as; atid 
| conceive,ifyou can, a person more thoroughly wrétched, 
than one reduced to make this humiliating confession, 

that though surrounded with power, opulence, and 
| pleasure, he was lost to all bappiness, through the 
| ferceness of his resentment ; and was at that moment 
stung by disappointment, and torn by rage beyond 
\what he could bear. ‘ All this availeth me nothing, 
\so long as I] see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the King’s 
\gate.” Had this been a soliloquy of Haman’s within 


himself, it would have been a sufficient discovery of 


his misery, but when we consider it as a confession 
| which he makes to others, it is a proof that his misery 
| was hecome insupportable, Forsuch agitations of the 
' mind every man strives to conceal, because he knows 
they dishonor him. Other griefs and sorrows he can, 

with freedom, pour out toa confidant. What he suf- 
| fers from the injustice or malice of the world, he is not 
|ashamed to acknowledge. But when his suffering a- 
| rises from the bad dispositions of his own heart ; when, 
‘in the height of prosperity, he is rendered miserable 
, solely by disappointed pride, every ordinary motive for 
Nothing but the violence of 


|communication ceaser. 


| 
{ 


at the time of Christ’s appearance, it bad lost much of | anguish can drive him to confess a passion which ren- 


iders him ocious, and a weakness which renders him 
despicable. To what extremity, in particular, must 
ly the infamous secret of his misery? ly the eye of 
his family every man wishes to appear respectabie, 
and to cover from their knowledge whatever my vili- 
Attacked or reproached abroad, 
ine consoles hi-nself with his importance at home ; and 
in domestic attachment and respect, seeks for some 


then of the degree of torment which Haman endured, 
by its breaking through all these restraints, and forc- 
ing him to publish his shame before those from whon 
all men seek most to hide it. How severe must have 
been the conflict which he underwent within himself, 
before he called together his wife and all his friends 
for-this purpose } How dreadful the agony he suffer- 
ed at the moment of his confession, when, to the aston- 
ished company, he laid open the cause of his distress ! 

‘Assemble all the evils which poverty, disease, or 
violence cay inflict, and their stings will be found by 
far less pungent, than those which such guilty passions 
dart into the heart. Amidst the ordinary calamities of 
the world, the mind can exert its powers, and suggest 
relief: ‘And the mind iz properly the man ; the suffer- 
er, and his suffering, can be distinguished. But those 
disorders of passion, by seizing directly on the mind, 
attack human nature ip its strovg hold, and cut off its 
last resource. They penetrate to the very seat of sen- 
sation; and convert all the powers of thought into in- 
struments of torture. 

‘*Let us remark, in the event that is now before us, 
the awful band of God; and admire bis justice, in 
thus making the siauer’s own wickedness lo reprove him, 








sion, €an hardly conceive, that as long as the body is 


dine 
Ves. 
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‘and his backslidings to correct him. Séeptics reason in| most Celebrated of the christian fathers, held thie opin- 
vain against the reality of divine government. [t is} ian. _Many other early préfessors embraced this doc- 
Ye lact which carries the evidence of sense, and dis-|trine, Some writers, indeed boldly assert, that the 
plays itself before our eyes. We see the Aluighty | dpinion of endless punishment was not received among 
manifestly pursuing the sinner with evil. We see him believers til] philosophers introduced into their schools, 
connecting with every single deviation from duty, | qnetaphysical disputations about time and space. Ma- 
those wounds of the spirit which occasion the mostex | Wy, who disbebieve the doctrine of eternal punishment, 
qvisite torments. He hath not merely promulgated his are afraid to avow their opinion, lest it should weaken 
Jaws now, and delayed the distribution of rewards the restrainst of religion. This is not my fear. The 
and punishments until a future period of being. But cerlainty of merited punishment operates more power- 
the sarctions of his laws already také place ; their ef- fully ou the haman mind, than the threat of punish- 
fects appear; and with such itfinite wisdom are they ‘ment, evidently disproportioned to crimes commil- 
contrived, as to require ho other execotioners of jus- ted.— Dr. Bancroft. 
fice against the sinner, than his own guilty passione. N. B. Dr. Bancroft is not a Uviversalist, but a be- 
“Gott needs not come forth from his secret place, in or- | liever in Avnihilation.— Eds. of Unir. Mag. 
der to bring him to punishment. He needs not call 
thunder down from the heavens, nor raise avy minis- 
ders of wrath frown the abyss below. He needs only 
say. Ephraim is joined to his idols ; let him alone :— 
And, at that instant, the sinner becomes his own tor- 
mentor. The infernal fire begins, of itself, to kindle 
within bim. The worm that never dies, seizes on his 
heart. 
*-Let us remark also, from this example, how imper- 








FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


LETTER TO THE EDITORS. 


Gentlemen,—I proceed to inquire, 2d. What time is 
| referred to by the expression, “the day of the Loi. Je- 
sus” It is obvious, that Paul expreesed his confidence, 
that theCoripthians would be confirmed untolheend.that 
fectly we can judge, from external appearances, con- ' they might be found blametess in theday of the Lord Jesus. 
cerning real happiness or misery. All Persia, it is pro- | He also says, that by their acknowledging what he 


bable, envied Haman as the happiest person in the} had written unto the end, they would be his, and he 
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ing, but was saying by his conduct, my Lord delvyeth 
his coming. Such were the means prescribed for con- 
verting this sinner from the error of his way, and sav- 
ing a soul of person from death, and hiding a multi- 
tade of sins. ‘The means proved effectual, as is evi- 
dent from 2 Cor. ii. where Pan! commands the Corin- 
thians to forgive him, and to confirm their love to him ; 
and assigns asa resson why they should do so, “lest 
vatan should get an advantage of us: for we are not 
iznorant of his devices.”? What satan, pray? The 
very same satan or the adversaries of the gospel, to 
whom this person was delivered for the deetryction of 
the flesh. 

This expression occurs next in Paul's letter to the 
Philippians, chap. i. 6, ** Beiug confident of this very 
thing, that he which hath begun a good werk in you, 
will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.’ He 
adds, verse 10, ‘that ye may approve things that aro 
excellent, that ve may be sincere, and without offence 








till the day of Christ.’ He further eays to them, chap. 
ii. 16, “holding forth the word of life ; that | may re- 
| joice in the day of Christ, that | have not run in vain, 
| neither labored in vain.” All will allow that the day 
‘of Christ in these verses refers tothe same time. What 
‘time is referred to then? The day of Christ at the eri 
| of this world, it will Le answered. But surely ii may 
‘be asked, was the good work begun among the Philip- 


empire; while yet, at the moment of which we now | their rejoicing when this day arrived. His manner of’ pians not to be finished until the end of this world ?— 
79 


treat, there was not within its bounds one more thor | Speaking, indicates, that he considered this day to be 


oughly wretched. We are seduced and deceived by yen Bat let us examine what is the general usage 
of this expression in scripture. [t occurs then, 


} 


that false’ glare which prosperity sometimes throws | 
around bad men. We are tewpted to imitate their | 


crimes, in order to partake of their imagined felicity, | the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be sav- | 


(ed in the day of the Lerd Jesus.” 1 need not stop to 


But remember Haman, and beware of the snare, — ; 
prove, that the term sprri/, is often used in scripture as 


Think not, when you behold a pageant of grandeur 


| . ° . 

| And were they to be sincere ard without offence un- 
til this day? Was there any danger of their being in- 
ie ° s 

‘sincere, or becoming stumbling blocks to others alter 


1 Cor. v. 5, “To deliver such an one unto satan, for’ they were dead? All these exhortations, seem predi- 


cated on the expectation, that the day of the Lord 
| was near. and that (he persons exhorted might live un- 
til it arrived. Paul is not giving them information a- 





displayed to public view, that you discerv the ensign 
of certain happiness. lo order to form any just con- 
clusion, you must follow the gieat man into the retir- 
ed apartment, where be lays aside his disguise ; you 
-fmust not.only be able to penetrate into the interior of 
families, but you must have a faculty by which you 
can look into the faside of hearts. Were you endow- 
ed with such a power, you would most commonly be- 
hold good men in proportion to their goodness, salisfied 
and easy; you would behold atrocious sinners always 
restless and unhappy. 
“Unjust are our complaints, of the promiscaous dis- 
tribution made by Providence, of its favors among 
men. From superficial views such complaints arise. 
The distribution of the goods of fortune, indeed, may 
often be promiscuous; that is, disproportioned to the 
moral characters of men; but the allotment of real 
happiness is never so. For **to the wicked there is no 
peace. They are like the troubled sea when it can- 
not rest. They travel with pain all their days. Trou 
ble and anguish prevail against them. ‘Terrors make 
them afraid on every side. A dreadful sound is ip 
their ears; aud they ase in great fear where no 
fear is. 





A litile Jargon is necessary. 


A little jargon, said Gregory Nazianzen to Jerome. 
is all that is necessary to impose on the people; the 
less they comprehend the mere they admire. Our 
forefathers and doctors of the church have often said, 
not what they thought, but what circumstances of ne- 
ceossity dictated. 


Too true at the present day also.—Ch. Register. 
All Punishment Limited. 


For myself, from a careful examination of the New 
Testament, I am satisfied it does» mol contain the doc 


Feqnivalent to person, or for the person himself, Paul bout a day of which they before had not heard, but is 
certainiy did not mean this person’s spirid separate from ‘delivering exhortations relative toa day, well known 
|his body, for it does not appear, that his panishment | and expected by both. Now, suffer me to ask, were 
included such a separation: Nor that it was tobe pun- christians then all looking for the day of jafement at 
ished to the end of the world and then saved, for he | the end of this world, and did they expect to sce it 
says nothing about the destruction or punishment of | duting that generation?” Lf 30, pray on what part of 
‘his spirit. Besides, is it not the common belief, that the testimony of Christ or his apost!es was their ex} *-¢- 
nniess persons’ spirits are raved before death, they | tation founded? Let this be pointed out if it can be 
never can be saved after it? If satan wasa fallen jdone. But the day of the coming of tho Word at the 
angel towhom this person was delivered, it is rather | end of the Jewish dispensation was fully made kno en 
strange, such a being should be in any way the instru- to them; it was expected by them, and was lodked 
ment of such a salvation, Besides, if the day of the | for as pear. If any doubts are entertained what day 
Lord here means the end of this world, and: spirit a | of the Lord the apostle referred ta, the next passage iv 
part of man which exists separate from the body, why which (ais kind of phraseology is used, ought to 
'is the salvation of spirit only mentioned ? One should} remove them. 

rather think, that it would be the flesh that required| 3 Thes. v. 2, “For yourselves know perfectly that 
| salvation from the hands of satan, for he was to destroy | the day of the Lord so coineth asa thief in the night.” 
ithe flesh that the spirit might be saved. Was this! That the day of our Lord's coming to destroy Jerusa- 
person’s flesh or body not to be saved? But the ques-|lem, is represented as the coming of a thief in the 
tion is, what is the meaning of this passage? This || night, needs no labored proof. See Mat. xiv. 42--44, 
shall state briefly, without entering into the detail of | Paul in the above passage, seems to have had our 
the evidence whereby my views may be sopported.— | Lord’s words in his view, and the circumstances which 
It is well known, that the term satan signifies an ad- | he introduces go to prove, that to this day he relerred. 
versary. It is often applied to the adversaries of| The lhessalonians knew perfectly, that the day of (he 
christians and christiaiity. ‘This person in the church | Lord was to come asa thief in the night. But | ask, 
at Corinth was guilty of incest. See verse 1. The | how did they know this so perfectly, if this day reter- 
apostle commanded them to deliver him over to this rei to the coming of Christ at what zs called the day of 
satan, or to put him away from among themselves. | judgment? tn what previous part of revelation was it 
verse 13. This was to be done for the persou’s good, | recorded,—that the day of judgment at the end of this 
the destruction or punishment of his flesh, or to bring | world was to come as a thief in the night? J kaew of 
him to repentance, and that he might be saved in the}none. Yea it appears from verse 13 of the preceding 
day of the Lord Jesus. The first question which arises 'chapter, that the Thessalonians were ignorant éhn- 
here is, what day of the Lord Jesus is meant? I an- cerning some things connected with Christ's coming at 
swer, that day which our Lord had fore warned his dis- } the resurrection of the dead, aud hence he proceeds to 
ciples of, and in view of which he exhorted them to! the end of the ehapter, to give them all necessary in- 
be found watchful and faithful. See Mat. xxiv. Well,| formation on this subject. But in chap. v. 1, they 
what kind of salvation did the apostle mean, when he| needed no information about the day oj the Lord of 
said, “that the spirit or person may be saved in the | which. he proceeds to spexk, for they kuew periectiy 











trine of Punishment endless in duration, 1 as fully be- 
lieve that the sanction of the divine Jaw will be in- 
flicted. i 

The belief that future punishment will be of limited 


day of the Lord Jesus? I answer, the same kind of |about it. And well they might. for of this day our 
salvation enjoyed by all those who endured to the end, | Lord had fully and plainly spoken during his ministry. 
Mat. xxiv. 13. This person was vot believing to the | It was a day the apostles had also spoken of, given ex- 
salvation of his soul or person, but was drawing back /hortations in view of, and to which all christians bad 





duration, is not peculiar to modern times. Some of the 








to perdition, He was not looking for his Lord’s com-|their attention turned. ‘1 hey were looking for it 
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waiting for it, and thew faith aod patience were exer-| these texts require no remarks, as they have no bear- 
cised until it arrived. It no doubt formed atopic of|ing on the present question. This word is once ap- 
caily conversation among all Christ’s disciples. Con-| plied to the sons of God, Rom. viii. 19, and is rendered 
cerning this day the apostle had no need to write,|manifestalzon. In Rom, ii. v, and 2 Thes. i. 7. it is 
verses 1,2. If the question is asked, what they, doe#| rendered rerelation and rerealed, and applied to the 


the apostle refer to, when he says, verse 3, “for when | revelation of God’s judgments on the unbelieving Jews. 
fey shall say, peace and safety, then sudden destrue-| The following are atl the places of its occurrence, | 





tine cometh upon them?*? | answer the unbelieving | which repuire any particular notice, and is rendered 
Jews of whom he speaks, chap. ii. 14—J6. IJ can find | appearing, revelation and revealed. 1 Peter i. 7, 
iio other persons mentioned in the preceding context, “That the trial of your faith, being much more pre- 
to whom he could refer. Nor, is the distance of the | cious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried 
antecedewt any very great objection, when Paul’s| with fire, might be found unto praise, and honor, and 
manner of writing is taken into view,and his prudence in | clory, at the appearing of Jesus Christ.” It is allowed, 
avoiding all offence to his brethren according to the | that the fire by which their faith was to be tried, was 
flesh. Be this as it may, the circumstances mentioned | persecution. Compare chap. iv. 12. If it stood this 
in the context shew, that to them he did refer, which | fiery trial, it would be found unto praise, and honor, 
could be pointed out of it were necessary. glory, ‘tat the appearing of Jesus Christ.” The qnes- 

2 Thes. ii. 2, is the next passage, **That ye be not | tion is, Was thie appearing at the end of this world? 
soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit | Let us consult verse 13, where the same appearing or 
nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day | revelation of Jesus Christ is mentioned. ‘Wherefore, 
of Christ is at hand.”? See Whitby and Hammond on gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to 
this whole chapter, who apply it to the day of the de-|the end, for the grace that is to be brought unto you 
struction of Jerusalem. If is no objection to this view 'at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” No one doubts, 
to say, “have you not been shewing, that the day of |that **the end,” and the appearing and rerelation of Je- 
destruction to Jerusalem was at hand, yet here Paul is! sus Christ in these verses, all refer to one period. This 
cautioning the Thessalonians against believing that it | certainly agrees withChrist’s coming at the close of the 
was athand.” Answer, either from his first epistie, | Jewish dispensation, which we have seen is often cal- 
chap. ii. 16, or trom some other source, they seem toj|led “the end.” But did Christ in reference to this end 





liave imbibed the idea, that this day was very near.— | or coming, say any thing to his disciples about girding | 
This was probably the reason why some of them he-!| up their loins and being found when it arrived, watch- 





came idlers, See chap. iii. 6—15. Paul corrects their | ful and faithful? Nothing is more certain. 1 only 
mistake.& informs them that it would not come so soon, | quote the foliowing from Luke xii. 35, 396, ** Let your 
for the signs which should precede its immediate ap- | loins be girded about and your lights burning ; and ye 
proach had not yet appeared. See Mat. xxiv. and yourselves like unto meu that wait for their Lord.” - 
Whitby referred to as above, Though at hand in one But Task, how these persons to whom Peter wrote, 
sense, it was not so in another. Though so near, as!could gird up the loins of their minds, be sober and 
that it would take place in their day, yet it was not sa | hope to the end, unless they expected the end of the 
near as to take place immediately. It could not come, world in their day? Very few will contend for this.— 
fintil all the sign, given by our Lord of its approach | Some grace or favor, was to be brought unto them at 
had taken place. this revelation of Jesus Clirist, if found obedient to such 
2 Peter iii. 10, is the last text. But the day of the exhortations, What was it? Their faith would be 
Lord will come as a thief in the night.” See the whole | fou:.d unto praise, and honor, and glory. verse 7. hey 
context, especially verse 12, where the same day is! should then receive the salvation of .heir souls or per- 
called, “the day of God.” Having noticed this con- | sons, verse 9. And compare Mat. xxiv. 13. Then 
text in my answer to Mr. Sabine, I forbear any remarks | they should he glad with exceedjng joy, 1 Peter iv. 13. 
here, and refer to it. See 1 Thes. v. 1 above, and | Compare ali this with what our Lord said to his disci- 
Mat. xxiv. where the day of the Lord at the destruc- | ples in regard to his coming at the destruction of Je- 


tion of Jerusalem, is compared to the coming of a thief’ rusalem. In refereuce to the same appearing of Jesus 
in the night. |Christ, Peter v. 4, says to the teachers who should 


Sneh are all the passages in the New Testament feed the flock of God, ** And when the chief shepherd 
where the day of the Lord is mentioned. I shall defer shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that 
any further remarks on them until we have considered | /adeth not away.” What, it will be said, did they 


3d. The phrase “the coming of our Lord Jesus! receive a crown of glory at the appearing of Jesus) 
Christ.” The word rendered coming in the passages | Christ, at the end of the Jewish dispensation ? Lan-| 


above, is apexalupsin, and in the margin and other !swer yes, but cannot enter into the details of the proof 
places, isrendered revelation. The question before as ' here, having considered this in —_— of the inquiries re- 
is,—at what time was this coming to take place? It) peatedly referred to, sufficient will appear presently, 
could not be at the end of this world, unless the Corin- |Shewing what this crown was, aud when it was to be 


thians believed that end to be near. Paul must also received. 
have believed it near, if by the coming of Christ such | Such are all the texts in which apokalups’n is used 


« period is meant, for he said to them that they “came | in the New Testament. Any further remarks on those | 


passages, | shall defer for my next, and last communi- 


behind in no gift, watling for the coming of our Lord 
W. BALFourR. 


Jesus Christ.” Parkhurst says, this word signifies, ‘fo | cation. [am yours. 
avait for wiih earnest expectation and desire, to expect 
earnestly.” But will any man affirm, that the Corin- 
thiavs waited earnestly for the coming of Jesus Christ 








RiR. BALFOUR; 


at the end of this world? Did they indeed think it so Has requested us to repeat the ‘‘Notice” heretofore 
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ANECDOTE OF VIDLER. 


How common a thing is it for some people to say, 
when one of their fellow christians embraces the doc- 
trine of Universal Salvation—**Ah! he has Jost his re- 
spect for the word of God— he soon will become a De- 

ist or an Atheist.”» As sometimes a little hint will he 
} more convincing than a long dissertation, | extract the 
{following paragraph from Mr. Vidler’s first letter fo 
| Fuller, in the celebrated controversy between them. 
RICHARDS, 

‘You say you have observed me to be of a speca- 
lative turn-of mind. If by this you mean that I did not 
discover a disposition to take the assertions of men as 
the rule of my faith, | owr | am a speculator, and I 
think the scriptures make it my duty soto be. “Buy 
the truth, and seil t not,” says one sacred writer.— 
**Prore all things, hold fast that which is good,” says 
another; aud our gracious Lord commands that we 
‘search the scriptures.” But if you mean that I have 
discovered any want of respect to the sacred writings, 
or have not submitted implicitly to their dictates in 
every thing, so far as | have understood their meaning, 
I shall think the charge heavy indeed. For God is 
my witness, | always reverenced his word, even from 
my childhood; but since the time that I had the first 
experience of his forgiving love pon my soul, | have 
esteemed it, above all riches and honors. To me it 
seems, that one of the highest anstances of regard J erer 
geve the Bible, was by daring to assert the doctrine of 
the Restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by 
the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world be- 
‘gan. Acts tii. 21. And this lt did at the risk of all 
temporal good that | possessed, and at the risk of los- 
ing the esteem and friendship of my brethren in the 
ministry, which | can truly say | prized more than ang 
thing, truth excepted.” Unir. Miscellany, rgl. 1. 











Kr NOTICE to SOME or ovr SUBSCRIBERS. 2) 


We learn with regret that some of our Subscribers 
are not able to pay for the Magaziue at present. We 
cannot but hope they will be able soun. There are 
many in arrears for the Magazine, who no doubt are 
able to pay but neglect to send it, which subjects us to 
very great inconvenience. The Publisher is very de- 
sirons of improving the appearance of the Magazine, 
by getting a new Press, &c. which he could do, and 
pay his debts too, if those who owe for the Magazine 
would forward it immediately ; and those that owe Jor 
the present volume only, will greatly assist us by send- 
ing it as soon as possible, asd not wait until the vol- 
ume has ended. 





Agents for the Magazine. 
Rev. Abner Kneeland, New York City. 
Rev. David Pickering, Promdence, R. F. 
Mr. Dudley Davenport, New Bedford, Mass, 
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Wm. Stevens, Fsq P.M. Gloucester, Muss, 
Mr. Lewis Metcalf. Wrentham, Mass. 
Wm. Low, Esq. Concord, N. H. 
I. Blodgett, Fsq. P. M. Randolph, Vt. 
| P. Stevens, Esq. Barnet, V1. 
Mr. F. F. Bowen, Lynchburgh, Fa. 
Mr. J. Parker, Richmond, Va. 
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MARRIED, 
In Roxbury, by Rev. H. Ballon, 2d, Mr. Valentine 
Bunker to Mrs. Charissa Rumrill. 





In Goshen, N. H. on the 15th olt. Nathan Willey, 
| Esq. aged 60. In the death of Esq. Willey, a Jarge 
circle of respectable connexions have experienced an 
| irreparable loss : a faithful husband, a kind father, a 
, loving brother, is no more. But the calamity is not 
j bounded by the circle of relatives, for, while society 


mourns the loss of an active member; integrity and 


DIED, 
| 


near, that they might live to see it? Ifso, we shall|given. that the prioting of “luquiry” and *\dnswer virtue, a uniform pattern; the tears of all who knew 


“gy Rep eid 
see presently, (hat their views were neither founded in |” Mr. Sabme” involved him in debts to # cons 


fact, noragreeable to the orthedoxy of our day. 


him bespeak his sterling worth. 


erable amount, which must now be paid. He repeats) Mount Vernon Lodge, of which Mr. Willey was for 
hie request, that those who have money in their hands, | many years an: active and usefol member, coiferred 


But let us examine the scripture usage of the phrase | arising from the sale of those works, will please to re- | upon him the last and sympathetic honors of the fra- 


“the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” The word | mit it immediately to Hin. 

avotalupsin, rendered coming and rerelation, &c. oc- — € 2 

curs in the following places, and is used to express the To Readers and Correspondents. 
revelation or communication of knowledge. 1 Cor. 


ternity, by interring his remains in Masonic form, The. 
eervices were performed with a precission and solem- 
jnity, at once interesting and impressive, causing aq 

weeping multitude to say, ** May my last end, be like 





We are happy to have it im our powar to present }js.*> An appropriate discourse was delivered upon 


xiv. 6. 2Cor. xii. 1,7. Gal. i. 12, and ii. 2. Eph. | our readers with a Memoir of Rev. Mr. VipLER, the ihe occasion, by Rev. T. G. Farnsworth, trom Mal, iii, 
; 17. Luke ii. 32. Rom. xvi. 25. 1 Cor. xiv. 26. | ¢elebrated English Universalist. It will be commenc- |g. +} am the Lord, | change not,’ ~ Printers ia New, 


Eph. iii. 3. Rev. i, 1. It will be allowed by al), that | ¢4 1 our next, 





| Hampshire, are requested to insert the abore. 





